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Willam S. Hancock, Ph.D. Becomes
Bradstreet Chair in Bioanalytical Chemistry
in the Barnett Institute

s part of Northeastern University’s

major drive in biotechnology, the

Barnett Institute, the College of Arts
and Sciences, the Bouvé College and the Office
of the Provost conducted a diligent search to
fill the Raymond B. and Claire Soden
Bradstreet Chair position in the Institute, and
were very pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Dr. William S. Hancock (Bill) in
November 2002. We are honored by Dr.
Hancock’s choice to join the Northeastern
community, assuming the Chair position, as
well as becoming Professor of Chemistry. We
look forward to working with him in making
large sirides in the area of biotechnology research and in supporting the edu-
cationa] aspects of the Molecular Biotechnology program. He brings to the
cntire University a strength in basic science and its application to important
chinieal problems as well as rich industry experience and contacts that are cen-
tral 10 the new form of American science that crosses academic-industry
boundaries.

I*r. William S. Hancock

Dr Hincock has had a lengthy career in the biochemistry field, including his
most Tecent position as Vice President of Proteomics at Thermo Finnigan
(.0rp. in San Jose, CA. Originally from Australia, he earned his bachelor’s and
doctoral degrees in biochemistry and chemistry from the University of
Adelaide, He began his career as a postdoctoral fellow with Professor Roy
Vagelos at Washington University.  He served on the academic staff of the
Lepartiment of Chemistry, Biochemistry and Biophysics at Massey University
i New Zealand and was a Visiting Scientist at the Bureau of Drugs of the Food
&r Dru Administration in Washington, D.C. In 1985, he joined the Medicinal
and Analytical Chemistry unit of Genentech in San Francisco, CA, where he
rose [0 the position of Acting Director of Pharmacology. He has held a
P'rincipal Scientist position at Hewlett Packard Laboratories and a Visiting
I'rolessorship in Chemical Engineering at Yale University.

See WILLIAM HANCOCK, continued on page 2

FALL / WINTER 2002/3



WILLIAM HANCOCK, continued from page 1

Dr. Hancock currently serves as a Co-President of the
California Separation Science Society (CASSS), a non-
profit scientific society with over 3,000 members. He is
the Editor-in-Chief of the new Journal of Proteomic
Research, recently established by the American Chemical
Society. In addition, he is a member of 14 other scholarly
journal boards and a number of University curriculum
boards, scientific committees and professional societies.
He has published over 150 scientific publications, seven
books and holds 10 patents. In March, 2003, he will
receive the Stephen Dal Nogare Award at the Pittsburgh
Conference in Orlando and then at the ACS National
Meeting in New Orleans, he will receive the ACS Award in
Chromatography, sponsored by Supelco, Inc.

Having maintained strong ties with Barnett Director, Barry
Karger, throughout his career, Dr. Hancock said the deci-
sion to join Northeastern was made with enthusiasm and
optimism. In recent years, he had served on the Institute
Advisory Council. “My goal is to establish a research pro-
gram in clinical proteomics, which makes a contribution to
personalized medicine,” he said. “My second goal is to
assist in the establishment of a very rich biotechnology pro-
gram at Northeastern that prepares students well for the
biotechnology industry.” ’

Doctor of Science degree in recognition of his professional
accomplishment and loyalty to the University. ~Dr.
Bradstreet named Northeastern the beneficiary of his estate,
stipulating that it be used to establish a Chair in
Bioanalytical Chemistry at the Barnett Institute. Sadly, Ray
passed away in 1992. After Claire Soden Bradstreet, his
wife and, like Ray, a welcome friend and visitor to the
Institute, passed away shortly thereafter, the University
received the bequest and the Chair was established. It was
first temporarily held jointly by two outstanding NU facul-
ty and Institute Faculty Fellows, Prof. Paul Vouros
(Chemistry) and Prof. Roger Giese (Bouvé College); then an
outside search for the holder of the Chair was initiated,
which has now successfully concluded.

Some of us got to know Ray and Claire well over the years in
a relationship fostered initially by former NU Senior Vice
President for Development, Gene M. Reppucci, Jr., and we feel
that they had indeed become part of the "Barnetter" family.

A special bookcase with Bradstreet memorabilia, including
Rays honorary degree from NU, has been placed in a
prominent position in the Institute’s main office. We are
grateful to the Bradstreets for their generosity and remem-
ber them fondlv.

Protein Research — Hancock’s Use of genomic-pro-
teomic-metabolomic technology

Dr. Hancock's research program has focused on the appli-
cation of separation science to biological problems, partic-
ularly in the area of protein chemistry. These technologies
were very important in the early days of biotechnology and
have now become mainstream in protein research as well as
playing a key role in the emerging proteomic field. In the
past 20 years, Dr. Hancock has frequently visited and had
research collaborations with the Barnett Institute, ranging
from the early days of protein HPLC and recombinant-DNA
protein characterization, then collaborations in DNA
sequencing and, in recent years, in proteomics. Dr.
Hancock's research work has concentrated on the combi-
nation of HPLC with mass spectrometry, which has been a
major development in separation science. With the rich
environment of medical institutions in the Boston area,
there are clear opportunities for the application of new ana-
lytical approaches to important medical problems such as
the diagnosis of cancer. This work has the ultimate goal of
studying the potential of the new field, personalized medi-
cine, where an individual's disease state may be directly
monitored. Such a measurement of disease potential is, of
course, very complex and, for example, requires integration
of genomic-proteomic information. Also the new field of
metabolomics which measures the global metabolism of a
cell will be part of this study. Another challenge of the

studies is a need for high sensitivity analysis, as the dynam-
See WILLIAM HANCOCK, continued on page 9



